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Cover Photo:
Fishing Derby organizer, Nick Evans (front left)
poses on Hunter’s dock (Lot 43), with the grand
winners as participants watch on in the background. 
Over forty cottagers participated in the First
Annual Fun Day on the August Long weekend.  

Word from the Editor

Well, autumn is upon us, saddest time of the year:
the time to close down our cottages for another
winter.  The summer of 2007 was a season of great
cottager spirit!  

With the contributions of Association Executive
and members such as yourself, we have: developed
the direct pay option for cottager dues, compiled
and distributed the cottagers directory, compelled
Park officials to install proper toilet facilities at the
landing, inaugurated the Founder’s Club, seen
through the production and distribution of three
additions of the Wolf Lake Howler, and begun an
annual Fun Day event which promises to grow
every year.  As such, with your help, we hope that
the Cottager’s Association will continue to build
momentum into the next season.  

In this vein, we encourage you our members, to get
involved!  Make a point of coming to the annual
general meeting next year, get to know your
neighbours better, take part in the Fun Day and
other social events, and most importantly, let your
voice be heard!  Our lives here on Wolf Lake will
see many changes in the next little while as we
become part of the Kawartha Highlands Park.  For
this reason it is doubly important to keep your ear
to the ground and build community with your
fellow cottagers. 

We hope everyone has a great winter.  See you in
the spring!!

-A Corbett, WLCA Publisher

The Wolf Lake Cottager’s
Association Directory

Communication is key!  It never hurts to know your
Wolf Lake neighbors, and be able to contact them
in the event of an emergency.  Our treasurer, Paul
St. Germain has completed an updated version of
the association directory.  Everyone should have
received a copy.  If you have not, contact Paul St.

Germain  pstgerma@ca.ibm.com and he will send
you one.

Thanks Paul!

Road Lady Martha’s Road
Report
Martha Hunter, WLCA Road Warrior
davidhunter2@sympatico.ca

Next Year Road Maintenance
Here are some areas that we’ll need to keep an eye
on for next year.  If you have any other questions or
concerns about the road, please be sure to contact
Martha and the Cottager’s Association Executive. 
  
1.  Raised grassy areas in centre of road along the
patch of straight hydro lines (south shore)
2.  58 H, sides of hill are being eroded, what are we
doing with 58H hill?
3.  Big hill at start of 58 will need more recycled
asphalt (2 loads were put on this summer when
Loon Call Lake was doing some road work)

Road Safety and Maintenance and You
Reminders regarding south shore road:  Please
remember to drive slowly on the road at all times. 
There have been reports of dangerous speeders on
the main FR 58 this summer.

Remember to wait until the road is nice and dry in
the spring before driving on our road.  Driving on
the wet, soft road only causes damage to our road. 

Minutes of meeting held re 58 H hill, September
1/07
Cottages that use the 58H hill (Lots 27 to 37) met at
lot 31 (Logan/Scotts) to review ideas for improving
the 58 H hill.  
Present:  lot 29 (Faiers), lot 30 (Aijala), lot 31
(Logans, Scotts), lot 33(Corbetts), lot 35(Erskines),
lot 43(M. Hunter)

mailto:pstgerma@ca.ibm.com
mailto:davidhunter2@sympatico.ca
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Issues discussed:  
1) What could be done to improve the

condition of the 58 H hill, as it gets torn up
easily.  All cottagers present said that they
drive slowly and start way back of the hill
and have any visitors do the same when
using the hill.  Ideas as to what can be done
with the hill were sent out to the cottagers
affected in July (see document). 

2) the 58 H’ers present asked if we can check
into having the township move the red 58H
sign that is presently on the right hand side
of the FR58, just at the start of the 58 H
turn.  The post has a 58 and 58H sign, but it
is not very visible because it is on the right
hand side of the road.  People can really
only see the 58 sign.  This summer, a truck
going to the back bay for cottage
maintenance got lost and went down the 58
H hill because it wasn’t sure which way the
main road went.  It is a concern that fire
trucks would not find their way to 58H or
the main road in an emergency.

3) 58H’ers asked if the Wolf Lake association
can check with the new Park authorities
about getting a sign put at the start of 58 to
say something like “No water access for
Park”.   People come onto FR 58 looking
for easy access to the lake.  Apparently, the
park map shows our cottage road and this
may encourage people to try accessing the
lake from FR58.  Preference would be for a
sign on the left hand side of 58.  If the
ministry isn’t willing to put up a sign, it was
discussed that either a foam board sign or
metal sign could be purchased from Jude’s
signs in Apsley.  We have 2 pieces of metal
that could be used for this purpose.  

4) 58H’ers would like me to find out where
they could see an example of cold mix
asphalt that has been put down.  Peter
Boonstra and I saw an example on the north
shore of Wolf Lake in spring of ’06 that had
been put down in the fall of ’05 on a steep
hill.  People wondered how long a cold mix
would last.  

5) 58h’ers would like to ask if the WLCA
would be willing to contribute to the cost of
putting cold mix asphalt down, if this option
were to be chosen.   The entire WLCA

could be surveyed via the fall newsletter as
to whether they agree/disagree with doing
this.  

6) John Logan asked if it would be cheaper to
blast off the top of the 58h hill.  

To Do/concerns List:
1. Contact the township to see if the red

58/58H sign could be moved.
2. Question:  we currently maintain our private

FR 58.  Would something major like
blasting off the top of the hill allowed
within the new park?

3. Contact the ministry/provincial park rep. to
see if a “no water access to park” sign could
be put at the start of FR 58.  If not, decide
whether we want a foam board or metal
sign with this wording is wanted.  Question: 
Has this issue been mentioned to the parks
supervisor before?

4. send minutes of meeting to the WLCA
executive and 58h’ers

5. send minutes of meeting to Andrew Corbett
for the fall newsletter.  Possibly have a
survey regarding a financial contribution for
58 H included in the newsletter.  

6. Contact Preston to get an approximate price
on blasting off the top of 58 H.  Ask Preston
where there are examples of cold mix
asphalt driveways that he has done.

Thanks to everyone who drives carefully on our
road!  

NO “CHICKS” ON THE LAKE
Bert Needham, WLCA President/Lake Steward
bertneedham@sympatico.ca

I don’t’ mean the kind in bikinis that suntan on the
bald rock I mean the little fuzzy kind that grow up
to be beautiful black and white birds that define the
sounds of summer at the lake.
For the first time since I’ve owned my cottage I
didn’t see a nesting pair of loons.

Their normal nesting spot was empty in early June
which was the first hint but I just thought they had
relocated but after watching for a couple of
weekends I realized the loons I saw were immature

mailto:bertneedham@sympatico.ca
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males. Loons take four years to reach maturity and
find a mate. They normally mate for life which can
be up to 18 yrs.

Immature males hang out in groups of three or four
and feed and search for that elusive female. They
often try to win over a paired female with dances
and chasing and loud calls but if she’s matched
they simply get ignored.  

Not having a nesting pair shouldn’t alarm us about
the lake quality as the other loons spent the summer
and were feeding. What it should do is caution us
about disturbing loons once they have nested. This
normally occurs in late May or early June. Their
gestation is up to 8 weeks and chicks should appear
by mid July.

The nesting period is their most vulnerable period. 
Loons feet are located about ¾’s of the way to the
back of their body. Unlike ducks who’s feet are
about half way.  The feet location is what gives the
loon their ability to move fast and maneuver under
water. Unfortunately, the foot location makes the
loon very awkward on land. As a result they build
their nest very close to the water edge.

The nest is no more then a stack of reads and mud
about three inches high.

This low nest close to the waters edge is very
vulnerable to boat washes and can easily be seen by
predators. If disturbed they will leave the nest put
on a very loud display and splash and even run at
canoes or kayaks to chase them off.
While all this is going on the eggs are cooling off.
Consistent temperature is essential to a successful
hatch. I’ve seen the loon leave the nest and go into
the water and shudder several times. They are
taking water into their feathers and they return to
the nest and stand over the eggs and shudder again
to release the water and cool the eggs. This
happened after several very hot July days near the
end of gestation.

For several years I participated in the MNR “Loon
Watch” Program in the late 1980’s when they were
thought to be declining.

These beautiful birds have gone through trapping

for their skins in the early part of the century, large
“soft shell” losses caused but DDT in the fifties and
now their biggest problems is boat washes and
human disturbance.

Loon nesting sites on Wolf Lake have all but disappeared. 

This is the first time without chicks and hopefully
next year will bring a new pair back to the lake to
nest. If we have that good fortune please observe
them from a safe distance with binoculars and if
you locate the nest keep it a secret and let others
search for themselves. 
We lost the nesting osprey many years ago for the
same reason. They moved back into Crab after the
boats going buy their nest got to be to much. I for
one still miss their acrobatic flying and fishing.

From my perspective the wild creatures of the lake
are the permanent residents,
they allow us the privilege of observing a portion of
their life. We should see it as a privilege and leave
them to live their life as normally as possible. We
are their guests and we should show them the
greatest respect . 

The Fun Day Report
Andrew Corbett, WLCA Publisher

The first annual Wolf Lake Fun Day was a great
success!  Over 40 cottagers took part in the August
5  Long Weekend Event; an event reminiscent ofth

the Regatta of days gone by.  Participants took part
in a range of activities organized by members of
the Wolf Lake Cottager’s Association Social
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Committee.  

Participants gathered at lot 43 (Hunters) at the end
of the day for awards and a social time.  Grand
prizes included: trophies, ribbons, and even a free
dinner for event champions.  Participation ribbons
for all events were distributed, making it a
memorable and family friendly time for all.  (As an
aside, the spelling award was given to Cameron
Rochon-Lawrence who discovered the spelling
mistake on the “Scavanger” hunt ribbons!  Great
work Cameron!)  Official events included: Dock
Sale, Scavenger Hunt, Poker Run, Picnic, and
Fishing Derby. 

At this year’s Fun Day, the Cottager’s Association
was daintily testing the water to see if future events
of this nature would be practical and welcomed by
its members.  If you have any suggestions for more
Fun Day activities, or would like to help organize
an event for next year’s long weekend, don’t delay! 
Contact our social committee Chair, Martha Hunter
at davidhunter2@sympatico.ca .  Special thanks to
all members of the Wolf Lake Social Committee
who assisted in the success and organization of the
event this year:  Nick Evans, Peter and Ingrid
Boonstra, Anne and Dan Delong, Jean Wu,
Martha Hunter and Andrew Corbett.
  

Evans Family Wins Dinner for
Two!

On the August long weekend a Poker Run was held
on the lake as one of several social events.
Participants traveled around the lake by boat and
collected playing cards from various docks.  The
group with the best poker hand at the end of the day
was the winner.  This is the first time that we've
tried a Poker Run, and we had eleven groups taking
part. Congratulations to the Evans family who
came out ahead this year and won the grand prize
of a dinner for two at Honey’s Diner on Hwy 28.

Anne Delong would like to thank the following
people who agreed to distribute the cards:
Susan Rynas, Dan Delong, the Boonstras, the St.
Germains, the Scott/Logans, the Corbetts, the
Kearneys, and the Hunters.

Fun Day Champions receive their prizes!

Fishing Derby Makes a Splash!
Nick Evans, Social Committee

I would like to start off by thanking everyone who
helped out in organizing the Wolf Lake Fishing
Derby as well as all of the participants. The derby
was all and all a great success. 

The Derby was set-up into two divisions, Adult and
Kids.  The big fish of the day came from the kids
division with Lexa Michaelides leading the way
with a 12" smallmouth bass. In second place in the
kids division was Colleen Waters, in third place
was Benjamin Muller and in fourth place was
Natalie Hunter. In the adult division first place
went to Doug Michaelides as Dave Coderre
finished in second. 

Congratulations to all who came out to support the
fishing derby and are looking forward to next year. 

Memories of the Wolf Lake
Regatta’s
By Catharine (Logan) Scott, Lot 31

I would have to say that my favorite weekend in the
summer when I was a kid would have to be the
August long weekend…“The Regatta”. Every
summer the Wolf Lake Cottager’s Association
would organize this annual event and the Grabber-
Meyers would host the spot. 

It all started late Friday night. We never used to get

mailto:davidhunter2@sympatico.ca
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Inga Grabher-Meyer at this year’s Fun Day

holding her founder’s club plaque with friend

Arnold.  The original regattas were held at the

Grabher-Meyer’s marina on the lake’s North

shore.

up to the lake in the light, but when you got there,
every light in every cottage in our bay was lit. As
we kids made an attempt to help unload the car
with my dad, you could hear the conversations and
commotion in other driveways around us. There
was energy in the air; everyone was pumped up for
the weekend.  

Once my dad’s sister and family arrived we
couldn’t contain ourselves anymore. To us, this was
the ultimate weekend of the summer hands down.
We would head over to our campfire pit with
matches and marshmallows,
and start planning our strategy
to be the best athlete we could
be on Sunday! Then the music
would start, and the laughter of
the young adults “yahooing”
echoed in the bay… yes that’s
right, the Weir’s were up and
without them, the Regatta long
weekend just wasn’t the same.
The music never stopped.  My
poor aunt, she is the lightest
sleeper I know, never did seem
to get more than 30 minutes
here and there. 

Saturday was a quiet day for the
most part. We swam and played
and continued to psych
ourselves up for the big games
on Sunday. But if you were
Rick Evans or the Needham’s it
wasn’t such a relaxing day. If it
weren’t for them, the Regatta would never have
happened. Just this summer Rick and I were
reminiscing.  He told me it was a rough day for
them. Running around town buying the pop and
food for all who were to attend and making sure
there were plenty of ribbons ordered by John
Needham. A lot of work was definitely put into that
day, and I thank all that made it happen, as this is
the best memory I have of growing up on Wolf
Lake.

The first event started Saturday… the Fishing
Derby. There was many a fishing boat out on the
lake striving to get the biggest fish to snag that
trophy for the year! One year my brother and my

uncle spent hours on the lake going for the ‘big
one’ but came home empty handed. This was until
my brother decided to take one last cast off the
dock.  “BAM!” he caught the biggest small mouth
we’d ever seen come out of that lake, and he
brought home the trophy that year! Way to go
Iain!!!!

Sunday morning brought every canoe from every
cottage on the lake. Barges bobbed just barely out
of the water carrying people lounging on lawn
chairs, and motorboats taxiing cottagers over to

find the perfect spot on the lawn
to watch the events. Us kids
would sit on our big rock over
looking the lake and watch
everyone going across. The
Weirs had numerous boats
heading across, as they must
have had what seemed to us kids
like 30 people up! My favorite
boat of theirs was the yellow
punt with big red writing
“WEST IS BEST”!!! Our
cottage; Greer Logan (Scott) was
the divider line for the east and
the west sides of the lake. John
Garreck’s cottage  (which is now
Jim Aijala) was the East side and
we were the West. 

The big swim across the lake
was the first event to kick off the

start of the games. The Corbett’s
at Lot 33 were directly across the

lake from the marina (which is now the Kearney’s
cottage). The swim started at 10:30 and each
swimmer had to be accompanied by a spotter in a
canoe. If none of us were entered my dad loaded up
the aluminum boat and we all packed in and headed
over, towing two canoes. I entered that big swim
one year.  I placed second for the ladies, and third
overall; let me tell you, standing on shore it didn’t
look like too far of a swim, but once you dove in, it
was a real long way! 

Contestants registered for every event, and listed
their lot number along with East or West. Each side
would collect points according to their placement
in the races, and at the end of the day the points
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were calculated up to see which side won.

The events of the day included: swimming races for
all ages, the long distance canoe race (which left
the marina and headed south across the lake to the
middle island of the “three sister islands’), and the
bang and jump (which made not only the spectators
cry with laughter but the participants too!).  The
hand paddle was another scream.  Most canoes
ended the race filled with water. I tell ya, you can
sure fit a lot of people in a 16’ canoe!  Can’t say
you get very far, but with 13 hands attempting to
paddle you are sure to get wet!  The log roll was
always a challenge, and to finish the day, the Tug-
O-War!  Hail to the Weirs and Erskine families for
their Molson Muscle!

My favorite event was the ‘bang & jump’! Rick
Evans was the Mega phone dude!  He was the best
man for the job, knew everyone’s name, and with
his sense of humor it topped off the day.  He would
stand on the end of the dock and sound the horn to
start the race. You were to paddle as fast as you
could, when you heard the horn again you had to
jump into the lake and get back into your canoe as
fast as you could and start paddling again. Do you
think there were many dry canoes? No way, most
canoes wound up tipping over because the paddlers
would jump in on the same side!  If you managed
to keep your paddle the whole time, you were
lucky!  My cousin and I could never seem to get
back into the canoe without filling it up with water!
Rick always had some great comments for
everyone.  I laughed more than I paddled!

I have to say that I only remember once that the
‘East’ won. The ‘West’ seemed to have the luck,
and going home was always a party following the
“WEST IS BEST” and chanting it all the way.
My kids will only experience this day thru my
stories and this article. But I hope for those who did
participate back in the glory days, this was a stroll
down memory lane. Thanks for letting me share.

“THE WEST IS BEST”

Cottage Cookery
Butternut Squash Soup 

with Cream Cheese
Courtesy of Beth Needham

6 tbsp. chopped onion
6 c. peeled and cubed butternut squash (reserve and

clean the seeds
3-4 c. chicken or vegetable broth) 

4 tbsp. olive oil
3 c. water½ tsp dried marjoram

¼ tsp ground black pepper
¼ tsp. ground cayenne pepper
1 package light cream cheese

In a large saucepan: sauté onions in oil until tender. 
Add squash, water and chicken broth, marjoram,
black pepper and cayenne pepper.  Bring to a boil. 
Reduce heat and simmer for 20 minutes or until
squash is tender.
Add cream cheese and purée with hand blender or
in the food processor (in batches).  Return to
saucepan and heat through.  Do not allow to boil. 

Autumn Morning on Wolf Lake-Photo courtesy of Dan

Delong
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Barges on Wolf Lake

Thursday October 11 will begin week three of the 
Wolf Lake septic installation event.  All of boat
access lots 54, (the Browns) 55, (the Reids) and 56
(the Youngs) are having new filter bed systems put
in by Kawartha Utilities. There has been a loader at
the public landing, two machines on site, and two
barges doing the lake trips. Landing access for all
the work is at the front of lot 54, with a trail having
been built half way through the property to the
hydro right-of-way for access to lots 55 and 56.
Installations at 54 and 55 are now complete and
inspected.  

-Ken Brown, Lot 54

Editorial
Other People’s Trash
I would like to draw attention to the issue of
garbage at the landing. As you know the MNR and
Township, refuse to provide garbage cans.  Last
week I went to a Strategic Planning Session of the
Township in Apsley and discovered that the Town
is, in fact pitted against the MNR with respect to
several current issues like landing garbage and
traffic.  Apparently, no one is too pleased with the
way such *interim* issues are being handled.

Currently, the work crew with Kawartha Utility
Services is working with barges on the lake. They
have been here over three weeks and informed me
they plan on being here until well into November. 
Like most construction crews they discard their
coffee cups, cigarette butts, styrofoam lunch
containers etc. either on the ground or, leave them
in their barge where it freely blows away.  When I
went over and enquired about the holes they drilled
into the rock one disgruntled employee proceeded
to throw his butt in the lake right in front of me.  

Evidently, these fellows do not own cottages on the

lake, nor have they an appreciation for those of us
who do.  This weekend I went to inspect the
landing and noticed a lot of trash has amassed since
I last picked up the garbage (including cigarette
butts) which was a short while before they (the
work crew) arrived on our lake.  I realize they (the
work crew) aren’t entirely to blame, but must ask:
who is responsible for the clean up? 

Our water quality should not be jeopardized while
the MNR assures us all will be well once funding is
in place. 

Sincerely, M Cohen Lot 3 

Hat Caveat
Following the August weekend a hat came floating
into our little bay.  It is dark olive in colour, size:
small and has a wide brim. You may wish to
mention this in the next newsletter.  The hat can be
collected at our cottage, Lot 45. tel.# 656 2496. 

Hide Your Boats!
To all cottagers who leave boats on Park (formerly
Crown) Land: we have received word that Park
officials will be around to remove these boats some
time in the near future.  Make sure that you find a
place to stow your boat on your own, or a
neighbours’ (with their permission, of course).
property, or you may find it missing come spring
time!

Call for Submissions
Communicating is an important way of building
community.  If you have any cottage related
feedback, stories, ideas, suggestions, talents or
services, and would like to share them with your
Wolf Lake Community, send all submissions to
corbett_andy@yahoo.com or drop by the Corbett
cottage (lot 33) when you are out on the lake.  The
Howler would love to hear your voice in the pack!

mailto:corbett_andy@yahoo.com
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