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Cover illustration courtesy of Doug 
Lawrence 
Andrew:  Cameron & I have attached sketches 
done recently at Wolf Lake and submit them for 
your most esteemed publication.  Cameron 
Rochon Lawrence (Aged 12) did the pen and 
ink sketch of `Blueberry Island' as viewed 
looking to the West from Lot 40.  Doug 
Lawrence (Aged considerably) did the sketch of 
what we call `Heron Pond' just to the South of 
Lot 40.  We both do sketches during the summer 
and some plein-air acrylic paintings but we also 
take a lot of photos during the summer to keep 
us busy painting during the long winter months 
when we can't get back to the cottage. The pen 
sketches are great because you can complete 
them much faster than the acrylic canvases, 
which is a big issue when the mosquitoes are as 
bad as they were this summer. Never swat 
anything when you are holding a paintbrush and 
a full palette of paints. 
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The Annual General Meeting for the 
2009 year will be held on Sunday 
July 5th at the St.Germain's Cottage, 
Lot 20 beginning at 10:00 am.  Bring 
a lawn chair. Got ideas? Got time? 
Got talent? This year consider running 
for an executive position or join a 
committee. Think cottage! Think 
community! 
 
Directions 
By road:  
Follow Fire Route 58, to FR58E. 
 Take the left branch - 911 numbers 
14,20, and come over the hill.  Our 
cottage is Lot 20, on the left.  Dieter 
Marschke's cottage is on the right.  
 
By lake:  
From Lots 1-19, North Shore or 
landing:  follow the east shore of the 
lake, keeping the islands on your right 
(starboard side).  Enter the bay east of 
the channel - but watch out for a large 
rock in the center of the mouth of the 
bay. 
 
From lots 23 and higher:  Heading 
north towards the landing, follow the 
channel to the east of the islands.  As 

you are passing the first (southmost) 
island (keeping it on your left) turn 
right around the point and enter the 
bay (rock is still there).  
 
Our cottage has two docks - a floating 
one for swimming and a fixed one for 
the boat.  Use either one, or pull your 
boat up on shore. 
 
Agenda Items (may change) 
1.  Minutes from the 2008 AGM 
2.  Park updates –Dana Dvorak 
3.  MPAC Rfrs -Hans Bichsel 
4.  Financial update –Paul St. Germain 
5.  Road update –Martha Hunter 
6.  Lake Update -Ingrid Boonstra 
7.  Nominations for Executive 
8.  Fun Day Committee for 2009 
9.  AOB 
 
If you have any other suggestions or points you 
wish to discuss at the AGM, please bring this to 
the attention of WLCA President Martha Hunter 
davidhunter2@sympatico.ca or Secretary Linda 
Reid reidlinda@rogers.com to be added to the 
agenda.  
 
 
Secretary’s Report 
FOCA Annual General 
Meeting 
Linda Reid 
 
One of the many activities which 
Linda managed for us during the fall 
and winter seasons was to represent 
our membership at the annual 
Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ 
Association meeting (FOCA).  The 
following is a summary of the 
speakers and information sessions she 
attended. 
 
Donna Cansfield  
(MNR re: KHSS Park) 
Donna Cansfield director for the MNR 
Parks division addressed the 
assembled FOCA members before 
lunch. She mentioned that despite the 
economic constraints she did not 
intend to cut staff. She only has 60 
million for capital projects. Park fees 
do not cover costs. Cansfield went on 
to state that municipalities would be 
allowed to sell Crown land for 
cottages, qualifying that “that would 
probably only occur in the north”. 

AGM Update 
Date: Sunday July 5th 
Time: 10 am 
Location:  St. Germain Cottage, 
Lot 20, #14 FR 58E 



In the following question period, Neil 
Guyatt, President of the Loon Call 
Association, asked Cansfield when the 
MNR would be making a decision on 
the hunting situation. Cansfield 
replied: "sooner rather than later". 
Guyatt asked whether that meant 
before the summer and Cansfield 
replied yes.  
 
Both Guyatt and WLCA 
representative Linda Reid, expressed 
concerns about hunting at the Park, 
Cansfield replied that aboriginals and 
Metis can hunt anywhere. Guyatt 
clarified that his concern wasn't with 
them or the hunting camps but with 
the individuals who come in on the 
private road. Cansfield pointed out 
that if the road is across Crown Land 
it isn't the same as a "private road". 
She said that people require permits 
for ATVs.   
“Rules don't mean much if there is no 
one to enforce them.” countered Reid 
who has witnessed overuse of camp 
sites and cottager parking.  She 
restated that she would not be cutting 
staff.   When it was indicated that 
camping on Crab Lake isn't 
controlled-- there are designated sites 
but people camp other places as well 
and there is no staff to enforce the 
rules-  Cansfield replied "there are no 
designated campsites. People have 
always been able to camp."  When it 
was asserted that there are designated 
campsites, Cansfield denied these 
allegations and simply restated that 
she does not intend to cut staff. 
 
So my sense is that she is very much 
attuned to hunting interests and 
ignorant of the very limited work of 
the park. Discouraging. 
 
Peter Chown 
I also had a conversation with Peter 
Chown of Long/Loucks and member 
of NORKLA. His position is that the 
Park charter supersedes other 
legislation and that it guarantees 
historic uses, including cottaging. So 
restricting the hunting in the park was 
a mistake and illegal and that we are 
just going back to what it was 
originally according to the charter. 
Then he said that he thought that we 
would have some restrictions in that 
only bear could be hunted from the 
Tuesday after Labour Day until the 

Tuesday after Thanksgiving when it 
became open season and that turtles 
wouldn't be on the available list. I 
didn't question his source of 
information or why we would have 
this change if, as he first said, the 
charter was sacrosanct. 
 
FOCA 
FOCA will soon have a new website 
and will be able to accept payment 
electronically for fees and for items 
from the e-store.  I have a sample of 
the new book: A Shoreline Owner's 
Guide to Healthy Waterfronts 
available for WLCA members to 
review on request.  Lake Planning 
Handbook for Community Groups 
also now available through the 
WLCA. 
 
Property Assessment 
The message was to appeal your 
assessment and to complain to your 
MPP. March 31 was the deadline for 
appeals. They won't change the flawed 
system if they don't get lots of 
complaints from constituents. The 
algorithm for determining market 
value works for urban settings but not 
for rural properties. One association 
covering three lakes hired a property 
assessor. The values from this 
evaluation were very different from 
the government valuations and the 
selling price of properties that changed 
hands around January 2008. He had 
similar data to Hans: his cottage 
assessment up 80% and the local 
average 35% meaning a significant tax 
increase for him. We won't notice the 
increase until our second tax bill.  
Links on FOCA website to work of 
WRAFT and CAPTR on property tax 
assessment. 
 
Insurance 
There was a presentation from Bob 
Maynard on insurance. They can 
adjust packages to the needs of the 
individual associations. It is cheapest 
not to plough the  road in winter. If an 
association does plough, the contractor 
should have insurance coverage. The 
association should not put up markers 
for shoals etc as that can lead to 
liability. Some people talked of the 
work that the tooth fairy did or of how 
things sprouted up like mushrooms. 
No liability to the association in these 
cases. 

Pleasure Craft Operator Card 
(PCOC) 
This is required after September 15. 
Learn the rules from Boating Pro, a 
book available from Canadian Tire for 
$19. Canadian Power and Sail 
Squadron gave a presentation about 
their courses.  See www.cps-ecp.ca 
 
Linda Reid 
Secretary 
 
 
Park Liaison’s Report 
A PARK THAT IS NOT 
A PARK 
Dana Dvorak 
 
As you know, this past fall the Ontario 
Federation of Anglers and Hunters 
asked for changes that would bring 
back hunting to the KHSSP. While the 
preliminary Park Management Plan 
was very restrictive and seemed to 
allow black bear hunt only, OFAH 
presented a list of animals that should 
be allowed for hunting in the Park and 
asked for an extension of black bear 
hunting season.  Unfortunately I was 
in Prague at that time and must pay 
dues to Doug Lawrence who raised a 
red flag and began a campaign against 
the OFAH’s proposal.  
 
The Executive was appalled by the 
proposed changes as they contradict 
the ecological protection philosophy 
underlying the park’s Charter. We 
tried very hard to stop the hunters’ 
request and I want to thank those of 
you who sent in your protests. Your 
Executive sent a number of letters to 
the different sections of the MNR and 
to the Minister herself. Linda Reid 
spoke against the proposed 
amendment at the FOCA’s fall 
seminar attended by the Minister.  I 
had asked for a meeting with the 
Minister and met with her advisor as 
the Minister was busy in her riding. 
Wildlands League (A Chapter of the 
Canadian Parks and Wilderness 
Society), an organization that worked 
hard against the OFAH, met with the 
Minister to present their arguments 
against the proposed changes and even 
David Suzuki published a scathing 
criticism of the proposal. Special 
thanks go to Doug Lawrence who 
wrote a number of letters to the MNR 



offices and had letters published in the 
Peterborough Examiner.   
I am sad to say that OFAH got most of 
what it wanted. The new regulation 
reinstalls, with some changes, the 
hunting regime as it was before the 
establishment of the Park. See Table 1 
for details: 
 

All hunting is prohibited between 

the Friday before Victoria Day in 
May, and August 31.  As you can 
see, the situation is somewhat better 
than what it was prior to the Park’s 
establishment. According to the 
MNR’s research, it is mainly moose 
and deer that are hunted in our area. 
The hunting season for these animals 

opens after the Thanksgiving weekend 
in the Kawartha Highlands. So as far 
as the presence of hunters in the area 
is concerned in relation to safety 
issues, almost most hunting will take 
place when our cottages are closed.   
 
There was another matter to deal with. 
As your recall, the Park 
Management Plan was finalized last 
fall. Some restrictions introduced in 
the preliminary text met the same fate 
as the hunting issue (see the bullets 
below):   

 
• extension of motorboat traffic on 

all lakes with private properties; 
from the original 11 lakes this 
extends motor boat use to 44; 

• boat caching will be now allowed 
on any lake; the process calls for 
permits and the Superintendent 
promises to monitor the situation; 

• Rather than limiting aircraft use to 
access of private property, the Plan 
allows the use of aircraft anywhere 
in the Park. Again, the process will 
require permits and the 
Superintendent promises to monitor 
the situation and keep a tight check 
on it.  

 
As the hunting regulations, these 
changes are not in line with the 
ecological integrity philosophy as 
stated in the Charter. I sent letters to 
the Minister, the Management 
Advisory Board and the Bancroft 
office, all in vain. I propose that we 
discuss it at our AGM.   
 
Dana Dvorak 
Park liaison  
 
 
Message from our 
Treasurer 
Paul St. Germain 
 
The 2008 WLCA Financial Statement 
and Profit & Loss Statement are 
posted on the WLCA notice board on 
FR 58. In summary, we had a surplus 
of $1,468.15 for the year, following a 
$506.30 loss in 2007. We collected 
$330 more in road fees and road 
maintenance was lower by $1,350, 
compared to 2007. Our largest 
expenditures from our membership 
dues are FOCA membership and Fun 

Day. Our administrative expenses for 
Stamps, Stationary and Supplies were 
reduced by 87%, mainly due to 
electronic communication. This is 
good for both the environment and our 
finances. Thank you or your 
cooperation by providing your email 
addresses. Our bank balance increased 
year over year by $1,468.15.  
 
The Wolf Lake Cottage Association is 
in a solid financial position. 
 
Paul St. Germain 
Treasurer 
 
Wolf Lake Cottage Association 
Your Newsletter, Your 
Voice 

Animals 
Situation 
before the 
Park 

Situation after 
the Park reg. 

Non-scheduled 
species such as 
groundhogs, 
porcupines, crows, 
brown-headed 
cowbirds, grackles 

Allowed for 
hunting, all 
year 

Disallowed for 
hunting 

Snapping turtles, 
bull frogs and 
other amphibians 

Allowed for 
hunting, all 
year 

Disallowed for 
hunting 

Bears 

Allowed for 
hunting 
between 
Sept. 1 to 
Nov. 30 

No change 

Skunk, fox, 
weasel, raccoon 

Allowed for 
hunting, all 
year  

Allowed 
between Sept.1-
May 14 

Deer  
Allowed, 
Nov.2-
Nov.15 

No change 

Moose, 
Allowed, 
Oct.19-Oct. 
24 

No change 

Small game such 
as hare and grouse 
and migratory 
game birds 

Allowed, 
Sept. 25-
Dec.15 

 

Wolves and 
coyotes 

Allowed in 
the fall and 
winter 
months 

Disallowed 
 

Wild turkeys 
Allowed, 
April 17 - 
May 31 

Allowed, April 
17-May 14 

2009 Association Dues and Road 
Maintenance Fees 
 
WLCA would like to thank all those who have, 
and continue to contribute to the maintenance of 
our road. Fees are now due for the upcoming year, 
2009. At the 2008 Annual General Meeting, a 
motion was passed to increase the Road 
Maintenance Fees to $150.00 per year. If you have 
any questions or suggestions with respect to our 
road, please contact our President and Road 
Steward, Martha Hunter. Thank you for your 
prompt road fee and membership payments. 
 
There are two ways to pay - 1. Electronically or  2. 
by cheque  
 
1. Electronically – Login to your preferred online 
bank system and use the Email Interac Payment 
function. Email the funds to Paul St. Germain at 
pstgerma@ca.ibm.com. Use the word Howler as 
the security question answer (the question doesn't 
matter, but could be: What is the name of the 
WLCA Newsletter?). In the comments section, 
please indicate your Name and Lot number or Fire 
Route and 911 number.  
 
2. Please forward cheque payable to W.L.C.A. to:  
W.L.C.A.  
c/o Paul St. Germain  
73 Coons Road  
Richmond Hill, ON L4E 2R3  
 
2009 Fees 
 
Lots 1 to 53:  
Membership Dues: 25.00  
Road Maintenance Fees: 150.00  
Total Due: $175.00  
 
Lots 54 to 60:  
Membership Dues: 25.00  
Total Due: $ 25.00  
 
North Shore: 
Membership Dues: 25.00  
Road Insurance Fees: 16.50  
Total Due: $ 41.50  
 
Thank you. 
Paul St. Germain 

Table 1:  Hunting Seasons 



 
Special recognition goes to our 
members who have made their voices 
heard in our community and raised 
concerns over recent changes that 
have affected cottage owners.  Doug 
Lawrence (Lot 40) spent a lot of time 
this fall researching and writing letters 
to local organizations and the Park 
regarding his concerns over proposed 
changes in the hunting legislation.  It 
is important that we as individuals and 
as a group let larger institutions know 
we are here and our interests not 
become lost in the patchwork of 
interests that make up the new 
Kawartha Highlands Park.  Hans 
Bichsel (Lot 20) has spent a lot of 
time on behalf of the WLCA 
communicating with Loon Call 
Cottagers Assoc. and MPAC 
representatives regarding apparent 
inconsistencies in recent MPAC 
property assessments affecting our 
members.  Here are articles they have 
submitted which highlight their 
experiences. 
 
MPAC Assessments for 
Wolf Lake:  RfR  
(Request for Reconsideration) 
Hans Bichsel 
 
Thank for your responses to my April 
23 e-mail regarding this subject. We 
had 20 responses, but only 7 sent an 
RfR by the March 31 deadline. On 
Looncall Lake 51% of e-mail 
respondents sent an RfR. Their lots 
and frontages are generally over 50% 
larger than on Wolf Lake and 
accordingly of higher values. 
 
The assessment for 2009 is now 
locked in, no retroactive changes. 
However you can still request (by 
March 31 of each year) an RfR for the 
years 2010 -2012. The 2008 
assessment will be phased in over 4 
years in steps of 25% each. Please see 
your Property tax assessment of 2008 
and the MPAC IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION sheet that came with 
it. 
 
As you can see on your assessment 
form your property value has probably 
increased by approx. 80-100% 
whereas the North Kawartha 
Township average increase is only 
35.04% (8.76% x 4) 

It follows therefore that our Lake and 
possibly some other Lakes will be hit 
with disproportionately higher tax 
increases. 
 
Some owners requested that the Wolf 
Lake Cottage Association write a 
letter of protest to the appropriate 
authorities. I remember that our Reeve 
had organised a similar campaign in 
2005 requesting we write letters to 
MPAC and the appropriate politicians. 
I called him and MPAC for advice and 
they both stressed that we have to each 
fill in our individual RfR. 
 
A majority of people who responded 
to my e-mail would like to discuss this 
subject at the next Association 
meeting in July. We could also discuss 
then the merits, if any, of writing  
letters to MPAC and politicians. 
MPAC is presently reviewing 
assessment for some small lakes in our 
neighbourhood. 
I hope to  have some more information 
and details for the July cottagers 
meeting. 
 
Regards 
Hans Bichsel 
 
 
Protecting Cottager 
Interests in the New 
Kawartha Highlands 
Signature Site 
 Doug Lawrence Lot 40 
 
We had quite an eventful fall season 
last year when we discovered that the 
Ministry of Natural Resources was 
proposing changes to the Hunting 
Regulations within the Kawartha 
Highlands Signature Site. With just 45 
days to submit comments to the 
Ministry, a great number of emails 
were sent back and forth between 
cottagers and amongst the various 
Lake Associations.  As most of you 
are aware, the Ministry proposed to 
both significantly extend the hunting 
season and increase the number of 
species that could be hunted. They 
justified the changes by way of stating 
that they were simply returning the 
Park to include so-called `traditional’ 
uses that existed before the Park’s 
inception. 
 

As we found out during our hasty 
research into the issue, the Ontario 
Federation of Anglers and Hunters 
(OFAH), had been actively meeting 
and lobbying with key figures in the 
Ministry for an extended period of 
time prior to the release of the 
proposed changes for general review. 
 
OFAH took advantage of their 
sophisticated organizational structure 
to get information out quickly to their 
80,000 plus membership across the 
province requesting a strong response 
back to the Ministry in favour of the 
proposed changes. 
 
Unfortunately, we also realized that as 
cottagers, we are poorly organized and 
under represented in our ability to 
generate a similarly significant 
response. OFAH has the advantage in 
that the vast majority of their 
membership is of one voice on issues 
such as this. FOCA and other local 
cottage associations are comprised of 
people on both sides of the issue and 
for the most part are not able or 
willing to put forth a unified opinion 
that could equal that of OFAH. 
 
The issues related to the Kawartha 
Highlands are perceived as local 
issues and they do not illicit the 
interest of the entire province through 
any group or institution. In fact, even 
within the Park, there were enough 
people on some of the lakes who were 
strongly in favour of the proposed 
changes, that they were unable to 
present a unified response in 
opposition. 
 
Several major environmental groups 
did eventually present articles strongly 
in opposition to the changes, but 
again, they represent a patchwork of 
groups as opposed to the unified voice 
of OFAH. 
 
Having said that, a great number of 
people put forth an amazing effort in 
the short time available. Meetings 
were held with key individuals in the 
government, letters were written to 
several newspapers, numerous 
environmental groups were contacted 
and a great many letters were 
submitted to the Ministry before the 
early December deadline. More than 
2000 letters were received by the 



MNR although it is not clear what 
proportion finally fell on each side of 
the debate. 
On March 10 of this year, the MNR 
registered the revised regulations in 
which a few concessions were made to 
those in opposition to the changes, but 
the majority of the proposal was 
accepted. I will try to list a few of the 
changes although I may have 
misinterpreted some of the items. 
 
1. The only time that hunting will be 

restricted in the park will be from the 
Thursday before Victoria Day until the 
Labour Day Weekend.  An exception is 
made for trappers. 

2. Only residents of the KHSS are authorized 
to use ATVs during these two summer 
months. During the rest of the year, ATV 
use is restricted to authorized trails. 

3. The initial proposal to allow hunting of 
unregulated species was rejected in the 
final regulation. Therefore, there will be 
no hunting, at any time of unregulated 
species such as Groundhogs, Porcupines, 
Crows, Grackles etc.  Significantly, the 
hunting of Snapping Turtles and Bullfrogs 
will not be allowed. The timely report by 
the Federal Government indicating that 
The Snapping Turtle was a species in 
danger may have helped to facilitate their 
removal from the KHSS proposal. 

4. The only species that appears to have been 
added to the list is the Wild Turkey. 
Hunting of this species will be allowed 
between April 27th  until the Thursday 
before Victoria Day. 

5. In terms of other species for 2009, the 
Bear hunt will start Sept. 01.  Deer season 
will be from Nov. 2-15 and Moose season 
from Oct. 19-24. Ducks and Geese extend 
from somewhere towards the end of 
September through until December. 
Wolves and Coyotes can not be hunted at 
any time. (please excuse any incorrect 
dates) 

 
It goes without saying that many 
cottage owners use their properties for 
a time period far in excess of the July 
and August hunting free period and 
we will all have to be extremely 
vigilant in our use of the park during 
all other months. No extended buffer 
zone was included in the amended 
regulations although it would be 
worthwhile to continue to lobby for 
the 1000m buffer around cottages. In 
the meantime, it would be in our 
interest to post notices at the corners 
of our properties to at least signify 
what is private land. We might also 
lobby the Township of North 
Kawartha to extend a ban on Sunday 
hunting as is the case in Galway 
Cavendish. 

 

So, although I am disappointed with 
the changes to the hunting regulations, 
I am heartened by the unified response 
by our lake despite the inevitable 
differences of opinion. This issue has 
shown the strength of feeling that 
people have for this lake and how 
important it is to all of us. There is no 
doubt that this is a place worth 
fighting to protect. 
 
 

NEWS FROM FOCA 
(articles courtesy of FOCA E-Lerts 
Letters and other publications) 
 
As members of the WLCA a portion 
of your membership dues are 
channelled into the Federation of 
Ontario Cottager’s Associations 
(FOCA).  Here is a reprint of some 
news from their bulletins from this 
past season. 
 
Mining Act Reforms 
Announced 
(FOCA Bulletin–Thursday June 25th, 
2009) 
 
After a public consultation process the 
Government of Ontario has proposed 
amendments to the Mining Act. The 
amendments were introduced in the 
legislature this spring and have 
received approval at first and second 
reading. They have been referred to a 
legislative committee and there will be 
limited public hearings this summer. 
The amendments have been posted on 
The Environmental Registry as 
posting 010-6559 and the deadline for 
public comment is July 4, 2009. The 
web address for the Environmental 
registry, where you can record your 
comments  is: www.ebr.gov.on.ca. 
 
Background 
FOCA has participated in the Mining 
Act review process for several years 
through our representation on the 
Minister’s Mining Act Advisory 
Committee and we will continue to 
represent the interests of cottagers.  
However it is also important that 
individual cottagers and associations 
tell the government directly what they 
expect from the revised Mining Act. 
At the present time Uranium 
exploration is of great concern to 
cottagers in the Shabot Lake area of 

eastern Ontario and in the 
Gooderham/Bancroft area of 
Haliburton. Destructive exploration 
activities have occurred and been 
documented on private land and on 
crown lands abutting private 
properties. There is a good website 
established by the group Fight 
Uranium Mining (FUME) which 
documents the experiences and 
concerns of cottagers in those areas at 
www.fighturanium.com. 
There was also a good article on this 
subject in the May 2009 issue of 
Cottage Life Magazine 
(http://www.cottagelife.com/index.cf
m/ci_id/19198/la_id/1.htm). 
 
The Proposed Amendments 
The proposed amendments, which are 
well documented on the EBR posting, 
appear to address the issue of 
landowners in southern Ontario who 
own their surface rights but not their 
mining rights by automatically 
withdrawing these lands from mineral 
staking. In northern Ontario 
landowners of such lands will be able 
to apply to have their lands withdrawn 
from staking. Unfortunately these 
provisions do not apply to lands which 
are already under active claims such 
as those in the uranium exploration 
areas around Gooderham and Shabot 
lake. 
 
What Still Need to be Changed 
In FOCA’s view the two most serious 
omissions from the proposed 
amendments to the Mining Act relate 
to the role of municipalities and 
municipal plans, and the lack of 
environmental assessment. 
 
The Role of Municipalities 
In Ontario, Municipal Official Plans 
do not apply to Crown Land and 
therefore municipalities have no say 
over what happens on crown lands 
within their areas and mining 
exploration can occur right up to the 
property lines of private land holders 
with no municipal input. This means 
that in areas like Haliburton where  
over many decades the economy has 
been transformed from mining and 
forestry based to tourism, recreation 
and cottage based, the municipalities 
still have no say with respect to future 
mining exploration and mine 
development. Residents have been 



shocked to find crown land adjoining 
and near their private lands staked and 
then subject to destructive exploration 
activity while their local 
municipalities have no control over 
what is happening. FOCA believes 
that it is in the interests of all cottagers 
to urge the government to bring all 
crown lands, at least in Southern 
Ontario, under the Planning Act to 
ensure that municipal plans and 
zoning  will apply to these lands and 
that residents will have the same land 
use protections they have with respect 
to developments on private lands. 
 
Environmental Assessment 
Mineral exploration activities and 
mine development can have major 
environmental impacts and yet mining 
activity in Ontario remains exempt 
from the Environmental Assessment 
Act. The proposed amendments 
include new provisions related to 
exploration plans and exploration 
permits as well as reference to 
rehabilitation of exploration sites. But 
the details of these provisions will not 
be spelled out until the regulations are 
written after the final passage of the 
amendments. FOCA is concerned that 
the new regulations must be explicit to 
identify and mitigate impacts which 
affect private property owners and 
crown lands that that are regularly 
used for recreation purposes.  FOCA 
believes that it is in the interests of all 
cottagers for all mineral exploration 
activities to be subject to serious 
environmental review and that all 
mine development must be brought 
under the Environmental Assessment 
Act.  
 
What Can Individuals and 
Associations Do? 
1.       You can record comments on 
the EBR posting until July 4, 2009.  
2.       Over the summer you can 
contact to your local members of the 
provincial government. In contacting 
members of the Ontario Legislature 
remember to contact both your cottage 
representative and your home 
representatives 
(http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/go2.jsp?l
ocale=en&Page=/members/members_
main&menuItem=mpps_header).  
  
Many cottage country MPPs are well 
aware of these issues and already 

representing our concerns. But urban 
representatives, who hold the vast 
majority of votes in the legislature and 
in the government caucus, are less 
likely to be familiar with the issues 
and may be surprised to learn that 
crown lands in cottage country are not 
covered by municipal plans, and that 
environmental review and 
environmental assessment do not 
automatically apply to mining 
activities, be sue to let them know that 
these issues are a concern to you.  
 
 
Cottage Life Magazine Rebate 
for FOCA Members:  
A 2-year subscription price of $45 
plus 2 FREE issues (regular 
subscription price of $49.95).  For 
more information visit:  
http://www.cottagelife.com/index.cfm/
ci_id/19195/la_id/1.htm 
 
Protecting Your Property 
Fire Smart Guidelines from 
FOCA 
(FOCA Bulletin –April 24th 2009) 
Make your shoreline property 
Firesmart for the summer by 
undergoing some spring preparations: 
• Clean the dead leaves and debris 

from around buildings, propane 
tanks, and eaves troughs  

• Hook up the garden hose and have 
shovels and other firefighting tools 
handy in case of a fire 

• Find out if your community has a 
forest fire response plan. You 
might become part of a phone tree 
alert system or maybe there is fire 
equipment located around your 
lake. 

Check out the MNR Firesmart link for 
more tips and updates on the fire 
situation in Ontario. 
  
Changes to the Navigable 
Waters Protection Act  
(FOCA Bulletin –April 24, 2009 ) 
On Thursday, April 23rd the Senate 
Committee on Energy, Environment 
and Natural Resources held a meeting 
to discuss the changes to the 
Navigable Waters Protection Act 
(NWPA), which was passed March 12 
as part of the recent budget bill C-10.  
The meeting was open to the public, 
however there were no opportunities 

for public or other witnesses to appear 
before the committee and make a 
presentation. This committee is 
expected to report back to the Senate 
by June 20.   
There has yet to be appropriate 
independent review, consultation and 
debate over the changes made to the 
NWPA, and the public frustration over 
being "locked out" of the decision 
making process is growing.  On 
Thursday, April 30th the Navigable 
Waters Protection Division, Marine 
Safety, is planning an information 
seminar in Ottawa on the recent 
amendments to the Act to describe the 
ey amendments in the legislation and 
the "positive impact" of each 
amendment "towards streamlining the 
regulatory review and approval 
process".  Unfortunately, the Ministry 
of Transport seems to be heading 
down the slippery slope of informing 
the public, not involving the public.  
The NWPA changes are significant, 
and result in our lakes and rivers 
receiving less protection from the 
impacts of development and 
infrastructure projects. John Baird, our 
Minister of Transport, Infrastructure 
and Communities is changing the 
definition of a “navigable waterway” 
to streamline the approval process and 
give projects that would otherwise 
require environmental assessments. 
Notable changes:    
Allows the Government to remove an 
important trigger for federal 
environmental assessments for 
development projects that may impact 
our navigable waterway 
Fails to recognize the public right to 
navigate Canada’s waterways 
Fails to provide transparency and 
accountability, by eliminating the need 
for public notification and 
consultation and science-based 
decision making 
Notes courtesy of the “Ottawa 
Riverkeeper” 



FUN DAY BBQ 
Paul St. Germain, lot 20 
 
For those who missed it, last 
Year’s Fun Day BBQ and 
Social was an excellent success 
and a fantastic turn out!  At the 
Rochon/Terry cottage, we had 
75 to 80 cottagers in or on the 
water, on the deck and/or on the 
property.  Many thanks to Lisa 
Rochon , John Terry and their 
children for making their 
cottage available, firing up the 
barbecues, cooking up the hot 
dogs (without burning too 
many, but that's the way I like 
them), as well as food that other 
cottagers brought with them. 
 Your hospitality exemplifies 
the true cottage spirit, and 
judging by the conversations, 
comradery and laughter, a good 
time was had by all. 
 

OFF TO THE 
RACES! 
 
Canoe and Kayak Races 
Dylan Rochon-Terry, lot 17 
 
“Go!” yelled the starter, and 
they were off. On Sunday, 
August 3rd cottagers on Wolf 
Lake gathered for the annual 
Fun Day 2008. 
 
Cottagers started arriving at Lot 
17 around noon.  They travelled 
there by canoe, kayak, pedal 
boat, motor boat or by car. 
      
After 80 cottagers had arrived, 
we started having lunch. The 
lunch was tasty, barbequed hot 
dogs along with delicious 
brownies for dessert. 

 

After lunch, the games began. 
First, there was a cherry pit 
spitting contest to see who 
could spit cherry pits the 
furthest. Next, the water games 
started. The kayak races were 
first. Each age group would take 
turns racing. The first two age 
groups, 8-10 and 10-13, raced 
about 100 m. The second group 
of 13-18 year olds raced around 
the island. We also had canoe 
races, in which groups of 2 to 4 
raced about 100 m.  The last 
race was the family “Titanic” 
race. Families each piled into 
one canoe and raced about 50 m 
using only their hands to 
paddle. The Rochon-Terry 
canoe had eight people in it, 
including two Rochon-
Lawrence cousins, and this was 
the first canoe to tip!  

 
People started to leave at 2:00 
to 2:30 to go to the swimming 
races at Andrew Corbett’s lot. 
And there were still plays about 
Wolf Lake to be presented. It 
had been an extremely exciting 
day! 
 
 
Swimming Races 
Andrew Corbett, lot 33 
 
What better way to start off the 
Fun Day than the traditional 
cross lake swim.   In days gone 
by, the race began at the 
Corbett’s dock (lot 33) and 
ended at the Grabber-Meyers 
marina, now the site of the 
Kearny cottage. This year 
competitors (Susan Kearney, 
Wendy Szechzer, and 7 yr old 
Loren Szechzer) anxiously 

Lily Scott shows off her ribbon from the 2008 Fun Day swim races held 
at the Fedy and Corbett Cottages 



Two of our adventurous cross-lake swimmers, Susan Kearney 
and Wendy Szekszer from the North shore take a break at the 
finish line after their mile long swim. 

Three eager competitors are ready to go, in our 5 and under swimmers 
category by the Fedy Dock. 

waited the starting signal and 
launched full bore from the 
Evans’ raft at the Kearny 
cottage to the Corbett cottage.  
It was a tight race, the two 
remaining competitors calling it 
a draw at the end.  Many stories 
were exchanged including the 
tale of Kent Crockower’s 
legendary cross-lake swim!  
 
Swim Race Results 
5 and Under Swimmers 
1st Evan Szechzer 
1st Leah Pizzale 
1st Lilly Scott 
Junior Girls 
1st Alicia Thompson 
2nd Loren Szechzer 
Junior Boys 
1st Jason Fedy 
2nd Thijs McInnis 
3rd Dylan  
4th Zach Kearney 
5th Steven Portelli 
6th Luc  Galt 
Teen Girls 
1st Lexa Michealaides 
2nd Katie Rochon-Lawrence 
3rd Onica McInnis 
4th Hannah Rochon-Terry 
Teen Boys 
1st  Alex Rochon-Terry 
2nd Ryan Fedy 
3rd Cameron Rochon-Lawrence 
Adult Women`s 
Genvieve 
Catherine Scott 
Carolyn (?) 

2008 Creative 
Contest Results 
Martha Hunter 
 
13 and up category:  
1st place: Laura St. 
Germain and her guest 
Lindsey Coderre from lot 
20, dance routine to music. 
 
Honourable mention 

to:Hannah and Dylan Rochon-
Terry (lot 17) and Katie and 
Cameron Rochon-Lawrence 
(lot 40). 
  
12 and under category: 
1st place:  Genevieve, 
Nathaniel and Jada Pizzale 
(grandchildren of Gino and 
Lena Pizzale, from the north 
shore of our lake), with “stories 
from Wolf Lake camp” 
 
Honourable mention to: Lexa 
Michaelides, Colleen Waters, 
Megan Waters and Allysa 
Lucyk from lots 48 and 49 with 
a Wolf Lake cheer. 
  
Thanks to judges Jennifer 
Craig, Cindy Craig, Robyn 

Pitkin and Natalie Hunter.   
  
Comments from Jennifer and 
Natalie:  
  
“Our event was very successful. 
It was fun and highlighted the 
talent on the lake. I think it 
brought every-one together to 
see the young people's 
creations. One recommendation 
I would have for next year 
would be to have 3 prizes for 
each age group. I felt we were 
challenged with the age groups 
as some teams spanned both age 
groups. I think it was a good 
addition to Fun Day and I 
would consider being a judge 
with Natalie in the future”.   
Jennifer Craig, lot 22 
  
“The creative contest was a 
good opportunity for young 
cottagers to come together and 
share what they enjoy about 
Wolf Lake ”.  Natalie hopes to 
see a large involvement again 
next summer.   
Natalie Hunter, lot 43 
  
Thanks everyone!  
 



Fish Stories -Derby 
Results  
Martha Hunter 
  
In the kids’ division, Ryan 
Fedy and Leah Pizzale tied for 
first place and they have their 
names on the big Wolf Lake 
fishing trophy. They both 
caught a fish that was 13 ½” 
long.  In second place, Lexa 
Michaelides caught a fish that 
was 10” in length.  Third place 
went to Ayrton Lucyk who 
caught a fish measuring 8.2”.  
Honorable mention goes to 
Colleen Waters and Megan 
Waters who both caught 8” 
fish.   
  
There were no adult contestants 
in the fishing derby this year.   
 
Fun Day Thank-You’s 
 Martha Hunter 
 
A big Wolf Lake Howl goes to 
the following people for helping 
with this year’s fun day: 
  
Organizers Andrew Corbett, 
Ingrid Boonstra, Lisa and 
John Rochon-Terry,  Paul St-
Germain, Natalie and Martha 
Hunter.  
 
The Corbett family for 
providing the general meeting 
spot for the August 3rd   Fun 
Day of 2008 
 
Bill Corbett -help with 
registration  
 
The Rochon-Terry family for 
hosting the BBQ lunch and 
social time and canoe and kayak 
races 
 

Paul St-Germain for 
organizing the purchase of hot 
dogs, veggie dogs, buns and 
pop.   
 
Creative contest judges: 
Jennifer Craig, Cindy Craig, 
Robyn Pitkin and Natalie 
Hunter.   
 
The Evans, Fedy and 
Logan/Scott families for the 
loan of their rafts and swim area 
for Fun Day events. 
  
We welcome all offers to help 
with the 2009 fun day! 
   

The Cottage Gardener  
Doug Lawrence 
 
This is part of our vegetable 
garden with a shot of Katie 
Rochon Lawrence aged 14, 
Cameron Rochon Lawrence 
aged 12 and the mother Paula 
Rochon age withheld for my 
own wellbeing.  Each summer 
the kids are eager to get to the 
cottage early to get the seeds in 
as soon as possible. Each year 
they try a few new items and 
each year brings its own trials: 
baby rabbits that squeeze 
through the fence, moles that 
dig under the fence, ground 
wasps living under the gate, too 
much rain and too little rain, 
and of course the ever present 
garter snakes everywhere. The 
corn crop was a bit sparse to say 
the least but a sure success each 
year are the potatoes. We may 
have to actually buy a pumpkin 
this year but we've had lots of 
carrots, onions, beans, rhubarb 
and cucumbers to say nothing 
of all the spices. It is 
always with a great sense of 
pride that the kids bring to the 
table a plate of vegetables that 
they grew themselves.  
And don't forget the slugs!  

Six Word Cottage Memoir 

• Vegetarian, facing 
mosquito, shows true 
colours 

• Lake swimming: just 
pretend nothing below! 

• Just turn left at the rocks 
• Never slap bugs while 

carrying saw 

By Doug Lawrence 
From, Cottage Life Magazine, 
May 25th 2009, p. 25. Six word 
cottage memoir contest. 
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